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“The biggest impact is going to be on parking. We aren’t going 
to need it, defi nitely not in the places we have it now. Having 
parking wedded or close to where people spend time, that’s 
going to be a thing of  the past. If  I go to a football game, my 
car doesn’t need to stay with me. If  I’m at 
the offi ce, it doesn’t need to be there. The 
current shopping center with the sea of  
parking around it, that’s dead.” 
—Alain L. Kornhauser, a researcher in autonomous vehicles at Princeton University

Parking 
problems  
When your car can drive itself, we won’t need 
parking lots close to home or the workplace. Word 
is, driverless cars could be shuttling us to and 
from our destinations as soon as 2020. But when 
parking becomes a thing of the past, who wins 
and who loses?

The rise of 
driverless cars will 
have far-reaching 

e� ects. Here 
are some of the 

industries that may 
feel the sting:
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vehicles commute to 
and from downtown 

every day

P O S S I B L E  S E T B A C K S

Parking as a business? 
The San Diego Unified Port 

District FY2018 budget projects 
$16.7 million in parking revenue

Safety concerns? 
As of October, the California 

DMV has received 44 accident 
reports involving autonomous 

vehicles.

What now? 
Public land owners and 

operators could be le�  with a 
sea of empty parking lots. How 

will that space be used? 

S A V I N G  S P A C E
The average width of a 

parking spot is 8 to 9 feet. 
Driverless car spots can 
be as narrow as 6.5 feet. 
That means room for 20 

to 25 percent more spots. 
Source: Autotrader

The US 
Department of 
Transportation 
has designated 
the San Diego 
region as one 
of ten proving 

grounds for 
autonomous 

vehicles. 
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S P O T S 
per 1,000 feet 

of retail in most 
nontransit 

areas 
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T H O U S A N D
parking spaces 

downtown 

H O W  S O O N ?

 Raj Nair, executive vice 
president at Ford Motor Co., told 

Automotive News Europe that vehicles 
one step below full automation will hit 

the market by 2020.

 Ly�  is partnering with 
nuTonomy to o� er 

driverless ride-hailing in 
Boston before the end 

of the year, according 
to U.S. News & 

World Report. 
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F I X I N G  P A R K I N G 
W O E S  I N  T H E 

I N T E R I M

A study by UC Davis found 
that parking di� iculties were the 

top reason people use ride-hailing 
services like Uber or Ly� . 

Several venues around San Diego have 
designated ride-hailing dropo�  zones:

 San Diego International Airport  
 Petco Park 

 Del Mar Fairgrounds
 Ma� ress Firm Amphitheatre

 San Diego Mesa College
 Viejas Arena at SDSU
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